DNA probe versus culture for detection of Mycoplasma pneumoniae in clinical specimens.
The laboratory diagnosis of Mycoplasma pneumoniae is often difficult because of lengthy and complicated cultural methods and serological tests that may be both insensitive and nonspecific. In this study, 82 patients suspected of Mycoplasma pneumonia were cultured for M. pneumoniae, and their respiratory secretions were tested by a DNA probe for M. pneumoniae. The probe test was 100% sensitive and 98% specific compared to culture. This DNA probe, then, is an effective alternative method for the detection of M. pneumoniae in respiratory specimens.